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High Performance Exterior Sheathing

CASE STUDY: LINCOLN BEREAN CHURCH

Project: Glass-Reinforced Exterior Gypsum Sheathing

Location: Lincoln, Nebraska

Application: Exterior Insulation and Finish System (EIFS)

Architect: Dennis Coudriet, Bahr Vermeer Haecker

The Lincoln Berean Church may have had a meager start in 1962 when 32
worshipers gathered in a downtown YMCA building in Lincoln, Nebraska,
but three decades later, the church’s surroundings are vastly different.

The first phase of a 1997 expansion was a three-story educational building
completed in 2000. The next phase was a new auditorium where CertainTeed’s
(formerly BPB) GlasRoc® High Performance Sheathing took stage. 

Jerry Holtoff, sales manager at Lincoln Drywall Services, had GlasRoc®

Sheathing in mind for the 67,000 square-foot exterior wall on the church
expansion. He had sold GlasRoc® Sheathing for several jobs in the Lincoln
area and customer response was exceedingly positive.

Jeff Herz, senior estimator for E & K Drywall of Lincoln reported that his
installers liked CertainTeed’s GlasRoc® Sheathing because it’s lightweight and
cuts easily. It’s easier to work with because it snaps apart easily after it’s been
cut, and no special tools are necessary. Just score a line down it with a
standard utility knife, and it snaps into a clean break. “With other exterior
sheathing, fibers fly through the air, but with GlasRoc® Sheathing particles
are minimal,” reports Herz.

An unanticipated bonus, according to Herz, was a significant drop in labor
costs. “The Berean Church exterior is almost 45 feet tall, but the
lightweight material was quicker and easier to haul in the basket of the
boom lifts, so hauling was less labor intensive.”

Holtorf heard the same positive feedback from his employees. “Other
exterior sheathings are itchy and hard to work with,” they told him.
“GlasRoc doesn’t cause itching on their forearms,” noted Holtorf. “That’s
because CertainTeed puts an extra coating on the exterior to help seal it.
Other sheathings don’t have that extra coating so touching them can be
painful, especially when the temperature is hot and skin pores open.
Installers like working with CertainTeed’s GlasRoc® Sheathing because it
doesn’t tear up their hands,” Holtorf said.

Holtorf also points out that stockers can carry CertainTeed’s GlasRoc®

Sheathing “all day long without itching, or needing to rush to a shower to
remove the fiber. Shards can get into stockers’ pores which requires
washing off.” The acrylic coating on the outside of CertainTeed’s GlasRoc®

Sheathing minimizes skin irritation.

CertainTeed’s GlasRoc® Sheathing comes with a six-month limited warranty
against exterior exposure, as well as a five-year limited warranty, so unless
the Berean Church outgrows its location again, the congregation can enjoy
the protection of CertainTeed’s GlasRoc® High Performance Sheathing for
many years to come.
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GlasRoc® Sheathing is easy 
to work with because it’s

lightweight and cuts without
difficulty. It snaps apart easily

after its been cut and no special
tools are necessary.

GlasRoc® Sheathing is covered by U. S. Patent No. 6,524,679,
and other patents and patents pending.


